[Lobectomy of two or more lobes in patients with lung cancer].
We clinically examined patients who had undergone resection of two or more lobes for lung cancer. The subjects were 50 patients (25 who underwent pneumonectomy and 25 bilobectomy) who underwent lobectomy of two or more lobes from among those with primary non-small cell lung cancers in our hospital between 1975 and 1999; these individuals were assigned to Group A, and compared with 166 patients with lobectomy in Group B. The five-year survival rate was 27.7% in Group A, which differed significantly from the rate of 55.6% in Group B (p < 0.01, Kaplan-Meier method with log-rank test). The percentage of Stage I patients was 34% (17 patients) in Group A and 60.2% (100 patients) in Group B: this difference was significant (chi 2 test, p < 0.01). There were more patients with advanced cancer in Group A than in Group B. However, the five-year survival rates of Stage I patients were 52.4% in Group A and 77.6% in Group B, and significantly different (p < 0.05). In a comparison with respect to histological type, the five-year survival rates also differed significantly between Group A and B (p < 0.01 for adenocarcinoma, p < 0.05 for squamous cell carcinoma, with higher values in Group B for both). Resection of two or more lobes was indicated based on infiltration of the main tumor into adjacent lobes in 19 patients (38%), infiltration of lymph node metastasis into a bronchus or pulmonary artery in 14 (28%), direct infiltration of the main tumor into a bronchus in 10 (20%), and for other reasons in 7 (14%). The five-year survival rates for these groups were 15.8, 22.1, 54 and 42.9%, respectively. There was a significant difference between the patients with infiltration of cancer into adjacent lobes and those with direct infiltration into a bronchus (p < 0.05). The prognosis of patients with resection of two or more lobes was poorer than that of patients with lobectomy even in Stage I. In particular, infiltration of cancer into adjacent lobes accompanied lymph node metastasis in more than 50% in cases, and appeared to suggest a poor prognosis.